Publication: Herald (Morning Final), Supplement A
Date: Monday, April 15, 2019
Page: 4

4 |

Khula Nathi - Heartbeat of Small Business Development - ECDC

First-ever EC export symposium attracts
more than 200 delegates and exhibitors

More than 200 export industry
delegates and 27 exhibitors
attended the first ever Eastern Cape
Export Symposium and Exhibition at
the Abbotsford Christian Centre in
East London from 27 to 28 March.
An initiative of the Eastern Cape
Development Corporation (ECDC), in
partnership with the Buffalo City and
Nelson Mandela Bay metros, the
symposium brought together
industry experts, established
exporters and export-ready small
businesses with the aim of
facilitating high value export deals

and for forming new trade collabo-
rations between existing and export-
ready businesses. Exhibitors
provided expert assistance and
showcased their products and
services.

The event was officially opened by
the honourable MEC for economic
development, environmental affairs
& tourism, Lubabalo Oscar
Mabuyane. Industry experts from
the export community such as the
Industrial Development Corporation
(IDC), Department of Trade and

Industry (thedti), Export Credit

symposium.

Symposium.

ECDC's Trade Promotion Unit successfully facilitated
Export Awareness Workshops for SMMEs in various
regions in the province. The workshops were the result of
various partnerships with national and provincial
stakeholders. : The Export Awareness Workshops were
held in East London, Port Elizabeth, Mthatha and Mount

Ayliff.

The purpose of the workshops was to:

® Assist SMMEs on export related barriers and unpack
required documentation;
® Market information focussing on product and market
identification and;
@ Share information to empower SMMEs to be
competitive in the export market.

ECDC's Wonga Siwisa presenting
Business Support opportunities
to SMMEs that attended the
Export Awareness in
Tsholomnga.
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ABOVE: Ozzy Décor, one of the
SMMESs that exhibited products
at the two-day export

RIGHT: Oscar Mabuyane, MEC
for economic development,
environmental affairs &
tourism addressing delegates
at the first inaugural EC Export

LEFT: ECDC Board chairperson
Nandipha Madiba and ECDC
CEO Ndzondelelo Dlulane
listening to proceedings.

Insurance Corporation of South
Africa, Airports Company of South
Africa (ACSA), Port of Ngqurha, ECDC,
Nelson Mandela Business Chamber,
BCMM, Nelson Mandela Bay
Metropolitan Municipality, Nedbank
and ABSA were part of the
symposium programme.

“It was aimed at doing business
and clinching export deals. The
intention was to expose export-
ready SMMEs to experienced
exporters in order to learn from
them and at the same time
introduce them to key role-players in
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the sector in order to facilitate ease
of entrance into the export market.

“Discussion topics ranged from the
state of exports in the Eastern Cape,
the Eastern Cape Special Economic
Zones, export finance, market
development, the Export
Development Programme and doing
business with the various trade
regional blocks,” said ECDC head of
Trade, Investment and Innovation,
Thabo Shenxane.

Shenxane said the Eastern Cape
should rightfully be positioned as an
export hub. The province had the
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ingredients necessary to energise
the trade sector and to facilitate
foreign and local investment with
the aim of increasing the number of
exporters in the province and
entering new markets.

In addition, the symposium
offered professional development,
availed information on growth
sectors and provided market and
networking opportunities for
emerging, existing and seasoned
exporters. There were also robust
discussions on how to increase
exports into Africa and elsewhere.
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