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Local export companies honoured for growing economy

THE success of local businesses ex-
porting goods and services from
KwaZulu-Natal was celebrated at
the 2017 KZN Exporter ot the Year
awards at the Durban ICC last Thurs-
day.

The awards, hosted by the
Durban Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) in partnership
with Transnet Port Terminals (TPT),
are designed to highlight the top
export performance of large and
small businesses that have excelled
in tough international markets to in-
spire other local firms to export their
goods and services.

Award winners were Siyakha Im-
perial (emerging exporter); Facto-
code (Microfinish) (medium sized);
Sappi (large); Bata (Africa); Kuehne
& Nagel (service providers); Sappi
Southern Africa (manufacturers);

Scenicell (Avolands) (agro-process-
ing); Africa Ignite! (creative indus-
tries); Toyota (BBBEEL).

Transnet Port Terminals chiet
executive Nozipho Sithole congratu-
lated local exporters for the vital role
their activities play in growing the
regional and national economy.

“Exports play an important
role in our economy by influen-
cing the level of economic growth,
employment and the balance of pay-
ments.

“Traditionally export jobs have
been in manutfacturing industries,
an important source of tull-time em-
ployment, especially in industrial
regions.

“However, in recent years, ex-
ports have become more diversitied
with a greater reliance on service sec-
tor based exports.”
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KZN EXPORT FACTS

® KWAZULU-NATAL exports
have more than doubled

to about R122.8 billion in
2015 from about R46.6bn in
2005.

® KZN exports contribute
18.9% to GDP and constitute
11.8% of national exports
second to Gauteng (64.3%).

® KZN’s manufacturing sector
is the second largest in the
country, producing almost 30%
of manufactured exports.

® Durban South Basin is a key

manufacturing and industrial
zone providing 10% of the
country’s manufacturing jobs.
® KZN'’s top five manufacturing
industries in terms of
employment are clothing,
textiles and footwear, food and
beverages, basic iron and steel
and metal products, chemicals
and plastic and paper and
publishing. The province is
also a significant producer

of vehicles and vehicle
components.

Sithole said Transnet was com-
mitted to supporting the import and

export industry to help it achieve
optimum results.

DCCI chiet executive Dumile
Cele said it was important to ensure
more businesses tocused on exports
in order to reverse the trade deficit
and ensure stability and growth of
the economy.

She said a key focus of export
growth was for exporting compan-
ies to provide a facilitation service
to like-minded manufacturers that
want to expand their production
capacity.

Other strategic partners that sup-
port the awards include the Depart-
ment of Economic Development,
Tourism and Economic Aftairs,
Trade & Investment KwaZulu-Natal
(TIKZN), eThekwini Maritime Clus-
ter (EMC), Small Enterprise Develop-
ment Agency (SEDA) and the Export
Credit Insurance Corporation (ECIC)
— Network Reporter



